The defects, which are painfully apparent studied in the light of modern knowledge, were absolutely inoffensive to the majority, who found a standard of decency, comfort, and diet in the hospitals far superior to anything which their own homes could offer. There are absolutely no data for determining the quality of the nursing at this period. Nearly all the nurse's art to-day consists in the practice of such cleanliness as would then have been considered highly deleterious to the patient, and in the manipulation of appliances not invented till nearly a century later. The nurses were drawn from the same class as the patients, and as common sense, kindliness, and sense of duty are the monopolies of no age or class, it is perhaps not altogether just to attribute to all the sick attendants of the past the vices which were no doubt exhibited by a few among the number.
